RR TOURS

Western Turkey

Ephesus, Priene, Aphrodisias, Pergamum, Troy and Istanbul

19 to 30 October 2010

Tour leader: Rufus Reade

This autumn visit to the major classical sites of Aegean Turkey and Istanbul provides a chance to see some very important monuments when they should be free of crowds, at a time of year when the weather can be pleasantly mild. Ephesus is a large site which has been dramatically revealed. Following the main street past the temple of Hadrian down to the Library of Celsus, you may hear the hum of the crowd in the great theatre furious at the teachings of St Paul! South of Ephesus are the remarkable sites of Priene, Didyma and Miletus: Priene occupies wooded slopes, where we are reminded that the ‘standard’ measurements of classical proportions were recorded. The huge fallen lozenges of the columns at Didyma recall Egyptian prototypes. Miletus has a more sombre aspect, sat on the plain where the sea has retreated making its harbour redundant. In contrast Afrodisias has an exuberant atmosphere: here some of the Mediterranean’s finest carving was executed in local marble and exported throughout the classical world. Pergamum exudes the sense of a sacred city sited on an acropolis. Our visit to Troy is one so charged with expectations that one has to be careful to remember that the city of Homer’s story was destroyed over three thousand years ago. Yet ‘windy Troy’ still captures the imagination as few other ‘cities’ in the western world can do. The tour ends with 5 nights in Istanbul, which as Constantinople was the fabulous capital of Byzantium, and from the 15th century the capital of the Ottoman Empire until just after the First World War. We plan to explore Istanbul, either independently or in a series of guided walks. We will use public transport and taxis in Istanbul. For our tour through Aegean Turkey we plan to have the use of our own transport. The tour is led by Rufus Reade who is a regular visitor to Turkey.

Our itinerary

19 October
Fly from London Heathrow to Istanbul by Turkish Airlines, continuing to Izmir. Drive to Selcuk for four nights’ stay.

20 October
Drive south from Selcuk for our day’s excursion to visit the three remarkably contrasting classical sites of Priene, Didyma and Miletus. Overnight in Selcuk.

21 October
Excursion to Aphrodisas: the site lay undiscovered and protected by sand for centuries, so that this centre of sculptural excellence has only recently emerged from the landscape. The small excellent site museum has examples of the sculpture that made the city famous throughout the classical world. On our return to Selcuk we can pause at the ruins of Magnesia on the Mǽander: these melancholic remains lie close to the water table, so that much of the excavated area is under water. Overnight in Selcuk.

22 October 
Our hotel in Selcuk is very close to the ruins at Ephesus, which we’ll explore today. The walk gradually leads down hill along the Street of the Curetes, with views beyond the ancient city to where the sea once filled the harbour. The huge theatre may once have held 24,000 spectators. It was here that St.Paul railed against the worship of Artemis/Diana, and from here came the cry ‘Great is Diana of the Ephesians!’. We’ll have the opportunity to visit the house of the Virgin Mary where she is reputed to lived out her days. Closer to our hotel are the ruins of the 6th century basilica dedicated to St John. Overnight Selcuk.

23 October 
Leaving Selcuk we’ll drive north to Sardis, a city associated with Croesus, and which fell to the Persians under Cyrus. The extensive ruins date from several periods spanning the 6th century BC to the 15th century AD when it was destroyed by Tamerlane. Our road takes us further north to the modern town of Bergama, where we can visit the extensive classical site of Pergamum which came into prominence under Alexander the Great. When its ruler Attalus III died in 133BC he bequeathed his entire kingdom to the Romans thus ushering a new period in Anatolian history. We’ll overnight on the coast in Dikili: just across the waters lies the island of Lesbos.

24 October 
We’ll drive along the coast, pausing at the classical site of Assos: a short climb through the village brings us to a level terrace with views down to the harbour from which St Paul sailed, and more views of the island of Lesbos. It’s a short distance to Troy. The approach road gives no warning of the vista from this important site, and it becomes obvious that Homer must have known this view, as well as the wind that is often blowing! After considering the many levels of occupation of this city, we’ll continue towards Canakkale for our overnight.

25 October 
We will cross over the Hellespont, and drive to Istanbul. But before we take the main road we will visit the melancholic battlegrounds and graveyards of the Gallipoli campaign, and re-read Ataturk’s powerful words, inscribed at ANZAC Cove,  speaking of the Allied fallen:  “After having lost their lives on this land they have become our sons as well.” Five nights in Istanbul in our small hotel in the Sultanahmet area of the city. Independent arrangements for supper.

26 October 
We will begin our walk along the shores of the Golden Horn near Fener.  Our first visit will be to the Bulgarian Church, which is made of pre-assembled cast iron sections which were shipped Istanbul in the 19th century. Nearby we’ll visit the Patriarch of the Greek Orthodox Church, and then we’ll walk uphill along narrow streets to the church of St Mary of the Mongols, the oldest continuously used church in  Istanbul. Our walk can now take us to the church of St Saviour in Chora, perhaps the most significant collection of frescoes and mosaics of any church in Istanbul: stunning art from the period just before the city was taken by the Ottoman army. Independent arrangements for lunch and for supper.
27 October 
Free morning when you may want to visit the Grand Bazaar, and the Beyazit mosque beyond. Later we’ll cross the Galata Bridge, and explore Pera, the part of Istanbul which used to be occupied by foreigners. As a result it is rich in churches and former embassies (which continue to be called embassies though functioning now as consulates). We’ll take the very short tram ride uphill to Istiklal Caddesi. After a short walk a lift takes us to the top of the Genoese Galata Tower with wonderful views across the city. Istiklal Caddesi is fashionable 21st century Istanbul: clothes boutiques, coffee bars, record shops, and smart restaurants line the street along which an old fashioned tram runs. We begin with the Anglican Church, before continuing towards the Franciscan church of St.Anthony of Padua. The street ends at the vast square, known as Taxsim. Independent arrangements for lunch and for supper.
28 October 
Free morning, when you may want to visit the Museum of Ibrahim Pasa, on the edge of the hippodrome. Later we will take the Bosphorus ferry from near the Yeni  Camii (The New Mosque) almost to the Black Sea. It’s a relaxing ride with the ferry pulling in at stops along the way. The final  halt at Anadolu  Kavagi is long enough to allow the hungry to eat a late fish lunch, and the energetic to climb the hill to the ruins of a castle which gives good views down to the Bosphorus and the Black Sea to our north. Independent arrangements for lunch and supper.

29 October 
You might want to begin with Haghia Sofia which you can do independently. After lunch we can rendezvous and go downhill in the tram to visit the Spice Market. A short way beyond the market is the remarkable mosque of the Vizier Rustem Pasha, raised up above the shops. It has the finest collection of tiles in Istanbul, and dates from that period in the 16th century when Iznik potteries were making magnificent colours. We can take the ferry up the Golden Horn to Eyup, to visit this important shrine. Independent arrangements for lunch. Farewell dinner.

30 October
Transfer to the airport for our flight to London.
The price of the tour is £2295 based on sharing a twin room. The flight departs from London Heathrow. Single room supplement is £300 (possibly limited availability).

This price covers your return airfare with Turkish Airlines (London Heathrow/Izmir via Istanbul, and returning from Istanbul to London), hotel accommodation at 3 and 4 star level. The cost of the holiday includes all meals in Aegean Turkey, bed and breakfast in our Istanbul hotel, dinner on the last night in Istanbul, the services of a local guide in Aegean Turkey, transport in a bus along the route as described, all entrance fees to the Aegean sites identified and all tips to the guide, driver and the hotels. Not included in the price are independent lunches and dinners in Istanbul (except on our last night in Istanbul).  The itinerary is published in good faith: in the event of local advice, Government action or road closures we reserve the right to alter the itinerary. The price does not include your Turkish visa (available on arrival in Turkey and currently £10) and departure taxes (none currently but governments sometimes change their minds). It does not include travel insurance, beverages, telephone calls, laundry, camera permits, personal purchases, Istanbul transport (envisaged as trams and taxis), Istanbul museum/site entrance charges, lunches and dinners in Istanbul (as per itinerary). The tour is limited to 12 people, and we need a minimum of 9 bookings before we can confirm the trip. All those travelling must be insured. Your booking form (and a deposit of £230 per person made payable to Eastern Approaches) should be sent directly to Rufus Reade Tours who will forward the payments to Eastern Approaches: they are registered with the Civil Aviation Authority and have an Air Tour Operators’ License No.9445. Once the tour has been confirmed your deposit becomes non-refundable after 14 days. At the time of booking please let us know if you want to vary your flights in any way. Airlines are increasingly less flexible about changes, and may sometimes refuse altogether! The tour is escorted by Rufus Reade, who will lead the walking tours through Istanbul.

Booking forms, deposits and all correspondence should be sent directly to:

RR Tours, 40 Pilrig Street, Edinburgh EH8 9SH

Tel 0131 478 1256    Email: rufusreade@blueyonder.co.uk


